Catechist Resource
Sacraments of
Service to Communion

Help Links:
• Lesson 28: The Sacrament of Holy Orders– This is a lesson based on reflection of scripture as it relates to holy
orders.
• Called: The Sacrament of Holy Orders– Complete lesson plan for teens with games provided by USCCB
• True Life:Holy Orders- Complete lesson plan for teens with games provided by the USCCB
• Catholic RCIA Lessons– Complete lesson adaptable to most upper EL-HS
• Catechist.com– Lesson ideas, activities and back ground for all grades
• St. Pauls Teaching on Marriage– Complete Lesson plan with activities and games based on scripture from
Tobit for teens
• Catechetical Resources– Lesson plans and activities listed for various topics and grade levels
Suggestions and considerations for inspiration
• Have the students write a letter/color a card/ draw a picture to Fr. Darrel or Fr. Mason
• Take a tour and look at the priests vestments in the sacristy (be quiet, adoration is taking place during class)
• Discuss how marriage and holy orders differ and are similar
Musical or Video References:
• Holy Orders– what ordination means Saint Mary’s Press (video)
• Holy Orders Catholic Central (video)
• The Sacrament of Orders– The roles and titles within the Church (video)

A Conversation about the Future of Priestly Ministry
Which Place at the Table Will I Occupy?
Reflect carefully on the questions below, and respond in writing to each question.
•

If the Church is compared to a family, how does a change in one member affect the others? (Give one example of
how a family is affected and one example of how the Church or one of the Sacraments is affected.)

•

How has our understanding of the Sacrament of Baptism changed over the last couple of generations?

•

How does “the common priesthood of all the faithful” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1547) emphasized in the
Sacraments of Christian Initiation influence the role of the laity in the Church?

•

What role does the laity (you!) have today in the celebration of the Eucharist? How has this changed over the past
couple of generations?

•

What role does the laity (you!) have in reconciliation in the midst of a society plagued by consumerism, racism, sexism, and nationalism? Do the effects of the Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation go beyond Saturday afternoon
in the confessional?

•

The role of the priest prior to Vatican II was often described primarily as one of being “set apart” from others. Is the
priest today to be set apart, or is the priest to become one with the community (or both)? Explain.

(The quotation labeled Catechism of the Catholic Church is from the Catechism of the Catholic Church for use in the United States of America, second
edition, number 1547. Copyright © 1994 by the United States Catholic Conference, Inc.—Libreria Editrice Vaticana [LEV]. English translation of the
Catechism of the Catholic Church: Modifications from the Editio Typica copyright © 1997 by the United States Catholic Conference, Inc.—LEV.)

Laying on of Hands– Activity
To illustrate the Rite of Holy Orders
Lesson Outcome
The children should be able to describe the Rite of Holy Orders.
Materials
• Drawing paper
Markers, pens, and colored pencils
Directions
• Recall with the children the process of receiving the Sacrament of Holy Orders. Highlight the laying on of
hands.
• Distribute the materials.
• Instruct the children to trace their hands on the paper so that their hands are side by side, thumb touching
thumb.
• Explain that within the outline of their hands, the children are to write the words "Almighty Father, grant to
this servant of yours the dignity of the priesthood." Tell the children that these words are prayed by the bishop
during the Rite of Ordination. Encourage the children to draw symbols and pictures representing the actions
that occur in the Rite of Holy Orders.
• Encourage the children to include symbols for the Holy Spirit such as the chrism oil.
Conclude by inviting the children to show their work.
Learning Styles
Art/Space Smart
Approximate Time
15 minutes
Hints
If the children are uncomfortable drawing, encourage them to fill the hands with words describing the rite.
Consider sending these drawings to a priest (or priests) in the parish.
Sensitivities
Pair children who may need help tracing their own hands. Instruct the children to trace each others' hands.
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